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OBJECTIVE 


It would appear that the main purpose of the Commission 

on Educational Planning is to define if possible - the 
direction in which our vast educational system should move, 
the goals it should set for itself, the organizational pattern 
whi ch should be adopted, and the financing methods which 
must be used, - if the system is to meet the needs of our 
changing society, 


It would be ideal then, if this submission could present 
views which could be classified as those views of that 
certain section of society represented by the Grande Prairie 
Chamber of Commerce, Such a closely controlled extensive 
opinion survey is not however within the means of the 
Education Committee, 


The objective therefore of this submission is to present 
some views on these matters which may or may not be 
completely representative of our group - but which may in 
any case be worthy items to throw into the cauldron of 
discussion, 
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ERE VIEWPOINT 


The viewpoint is that of the Chamber of Commerce group, It 
might be said that it is the viewpoint of the materialists, the 
producers of physical wealth, the implimentors, the builders, 
and the service men, It is the viewpoint of that group of people 
who in the initial development of the country, provided the main 
driving force in the move for better living standards. They have 
in fact made Canada possibl?, 


It might also be said to be the viewpoint of that group of people 
who first sponsored the modern educational system in Alberta. 
In some cases this may have been done grudgingly, but as it 
became evident that education led to progress, it was done with 
increasing enthusiasm, 


It is the viewpoint of a group who feel that this enthusiasm 

should now be reviewed for the educational system has now grown 
into a huge complex and direct control is no longer mainly in the 
hands of the sponsors, There is evidence that all education does 
not necessarily lead to progress particularly where there is too 
much down grading of practical experience, - and costs may be 
becoming dissproportionate when comparison is made with the 
other needs of society, 


It is the viewpoint of a group who are not necessarily strong in 
the area of culture and sophistication, - but it is never the less 
the viewpoint of a group who realize clearly that wisdom, in- 
sight, and judgement is not the predominate and particular 
characteristic of any part of society, 


Unless of course it is our part, 
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SOME FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED IN 
THE MAKE UP OF EDUCATIONAL GOALS 


Many educational goals must be related to the goals of society, 
the goals of the region and the goals of the country. 


A main goal of society for a number of decades has been to 
achieve that affluent situation which now exists in many areas, 
This however has not proved to be a sufficient goal, and new 
goals are becoming very apparant. The immediate goals of 
society are to solve the problems of living in an affluent 
society, and to solve the problem created by those left behind 
in the rapid move toward the affluent society, Both these 
immediate goals are tied to that most interesting of all society 
goals which is survival, It is a most challenging goal and the 
whole of human society is involved, 


The regional goals of the Peace River area must surely be 
connected with the development of all its natural advantages, 
Some of its natural resources are unique and because of its 
geographical position and size ~- it is well adapted for social 
innovation, 


The goals of the country should not stress that age old game of 
nationalism for it must certainly concentrate on assisting the 
underdeveloped areas both in Canada and abroad, It must take 
part in the campaign for survival, It must use its natural 
advantages in the campaign for peace anda better world 
community. 


Education then should be directed toward making some 
achievement possible in the march toward these goals, We 
cannot afford the luxury of letting the development of 
intellectual skills be an end in itself, 
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PROBLEMS APPROACHES 


The withdrawal from the mainstream More involvement of the public in the 
of society for 12 to 20 years oF more, teaching process. 
in order to obtain a theoretical 


d ti More involvement of the students in 
Tae. the operating aspect of society. 


ceca aa ae a se CIEE 


The seperation of disciplines More practice and training in the 
particularly at the level of post multi-discipline approach. 
secondary education and the fact that 

few if any of our more difficult 

problems are capable of solution by 

any one discipline (no matter now 

broad a discipline it claims to be) 


ee 


Teachers private opinions as to Only at the more advanced education 
politics, religion or the new morality~- levels in classes designated for this 

or the "open invitation for brain purpose-in an open discussion situation, 
washing problem"' and with full public awareness. 


ear cc ccc ce ae cmmTEI EEE 


Extra public spending on a minority Not yet 
group - or free University 


Cen ac a ee IEEE 


The apparent necessity for all Consider placing major research 
universities to have major research facilities near aircraft and helicopter 
facilities. landing facilities (University aircraft 


if necessary) 


an 


The power of teacher influence on Teacher aptitude and quality should be 
the very young greater at this level - than at any 
other level 


nnn 


Teacher rating The development of a balanced criteria- 
involving student opinion, results, tape 
recordings, teacher opinions and 
supervisory opinions. 
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CCMMENT ON PRESENT & FUTURE EDUCATIONAL COSTS: 


It may well be that the educational system is attempting too much, It may 
well be that there 2areas of education which can be done better and more 
economicaly by other means, It can hardly be denied for example that 
society and the environment itself is a powerful educator, 


The advantages of huge centralized systems may be looked at in this 

light, as well as the comparison of large city systems versus the smaller 
educational units. We suggest that a new look be taken at the costs of very 
large educational complexes, 


In regard to capital construction we predict the necessity of a systems 
approach to school construction, This means the development of standard- 
ized building units or blocks which can be put together to achieve variety. 
The term repetitive uniformity may be applied, It would make possible 
factory construction of a major portion of the school building. To be 
effective it would have to be at least a uniform system for the western 
provinces, 


In regard to the control of construction costs such has been done more and 
more at the Provincial level, We believe this is inevitable and necessary 
because a single responsibility is bound to be more effective, The question 
of local autonomy in other areas however is a seperate matter, 


We also believe that there is some validity in the position that all local 
educational costs should not be collected via the property which people own 
(Property tax). Such costs are of course eventually picked up by all - 
however these costs (and particularly the cost changes) are not picked up 
either immediately or evenly by the increasing portion of the public who 
are not property owners, 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM 
ape ae een RRR er LIED 


A detailed comment on this aspect of the educational system is not 


possible because of money and time limitations under which the 
committee is working, 


We do believe however that over centralization of post secondary 
education works against the principals of more public involvement 
in education, more teacher and student involvement in theevery 


day operations of society, better control of costs, and improved 
flexibility, 


With this in mind we believe the City of Grande Prairie should be 
the general location of a future university - and in further support 
of this opinion we present in the following pages the main portions 
of a submission which was made to the Honourable Robert C, Clark, 
in December of 1969. 


We believe that such a University would benefit both the people of 
the north and the educational system in general. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
LLL TL I ETI eis eseties 


The immediate service of a University located at Grande Prairie might 
generally be described as north or northwest Alberta (Census Division No, 15), 
In recent yeats considerable attention has been directed to this region - and as 
a result an increasing amount of information is becoming available in regard 


to its population, economic, and resource potential, 


Among the more important sources of such information is a report prepared 
for the Northern Development Council by Mr, R, N. Harvey, an Edmonton 
business consultant, It was completed in July of 1968, The Harvey report 
outlines the tremendous resources which the area possesses, Two items of 
the Harvey report would seem to be of particular significance to this 
presentation and these are as follows: 


(1) A population growth rate, over the next 15 years, of 4.4% per annum, 
is estimated for the whole study area. This compares with 
a similar estimate for the whole of Alberta of 3.2%, The Study area 
referred to is almost identical to the service area mentioned above, The 
population estimate for 1981 is 132,400, (The impact of the Alberta 
Resources Railroad may add to such an estimate). 


(2) Eleven million acres of land are available for future cultivation and 
there is additional land suitable for hay and pasture. A map showing 
the Harvey report study area and the arable lands mentioned is 
attached to this submission, 


A University located at Grande Prairie would however, have an effect far 
beyond the immediate service area mentioned, Its influence would be felt 
all along the south shore of Lesser Slave Lake, and into northern British 
Columbia, Only a minor adjustment in air transportation would make its 
influence felt in the MacKenzie River basin, Thus, its influence would be 
(even though many may 


felt over tens of thousands of square miles including, 


be small) at least 40 High Schools. 
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ACTUAL AND POTENTIAL ADVANTAGES 
OF LOCATING A FOURTH UNIVERSITY 


IN THE CITY OF GRANDE PRAIRIE 


University Education must be brought closer to the people of the Northern 

areas if the province is concerned with Northern Development, A northern- 

based University would open the doors of knowledge to more young people 

of the area and promote adult education and re-education, which has been 

recognized as an urgent need in our modern day society, 

(1) A University education made more readily available in the north will 

have a poweriul effect on promoting northern development ° 
It is an economic truism that the more people (who are well educated) 
that can be attracted to and retained in the northern areas, the 
faster will be the pace of northern developrnent, Many people are, 
however, reluctant to bring families to an area where university 
facilities do not exist, and many people move from an area to be 
closer to such university facilities, At the present time the 
percentage of high school students from the northern areas who 
attend university is far below the provincial average. The provision 
of a university in this area would promote an influx of population, 
and help in keeping graduates here and thus add to our pool of 

It is readily apparent that much economic 


human resources, 


growth has been stimulated in Southern Alberta because of the 


influence of the University of Calgary and the University of 


Lethbridge. 
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ADVANTAGES (Page 2) 


(2) The time may be close at hand when the first steps should be taken 
to limit the size (or decentralize) both the City of Edmonton and the 
University of Alberta, The establishment of a University in Grande 
Prairie would be such a step, 
Decentralization of large cities and universities across Canada and the United 
States has been advocated by sociologists and ecologists for the past decade, 
The meteoric growth of the City of Edmonton and subsequently the University 
of Alberta has brought the problem of decentralization to the fore, Now is 
the time to decide on promoting second-growth areas and affording them 


facilities such as a University. 


Large urban centres find themselves hard-pressed to provide services to 
their swelling population, De-centralization is the only answer to the problem, 
If the people of Alberta are to receive services and education without losing 
their identity in large cities and universities, decentralization is a must, 
Faculty and students at existing universities have expressed fear that these 
universities will expand to such an extent that education and social needs of 
the students will not be met in a proper manner, 
(3) <A University at Grande Prairie located as it would be ver close to 
FO aT ean anaree areas, would in turn be ideally situated _ 
PMdidiaiis Gpewclseacarch, ip) =, aan a 


Extensive research could be conducted in the following areas: 


(i) Northern transportation. It would involve a wide field including the 


testing and research into special vehicles. There is little doubt that 


such research is fundamental to northern development. 
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ADVANTAGES (Page 3) 


(ii) Northern Agriculture: See map of arable land yet to be developed, 
Such is also fundamental to northern development and quite possibly 
to any long range world food shortages, 

(iii) Social Research into native problems: This, of course, involves 
pressing and highly important questions - and where else is it better 
to investigate such questions than close to the source, 

(iv) Research into Conservation of Timber: It is perhaps enough to say 
that the Grande Prairie Forest district is the largest producer of 
lumber in the Province, 

(v) Research into Northern Geology, resources of the MacKenzie basin, 
general northern conservation problems, and into many other areas 


peculiar to the northern areas, 


A Northern based University would offer unlimited re search potential into 
human and geophysical resources, Our Native problems could be researched 
and solutions more readily found when the re searchers find themselves 
surrounded by their subject material. The North has long been recognized 


as the last frontier for natural resources. 


(4) <A University located at Grande Prairie would alleviate the economic 


a erent ete for the 
penalty and deterent to higher education which now exists tor the 
people of the region. 


The present University of Alberta is separated from the Peace River 


country by 300 to 500 miles. Prospective students are often deterred from 


attending University by travelling and living expenses. In addition research 


suggests that when students are displaced and travel away from familiar 


: i i tobe 
surroundings, friends and families, a severe physological barrier mus 


overcome before these students can adapt to a University-type of life. 
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ADVANTAGES (Page 4) 


(5) 


(6) 


"A northern University will come .,. and it remains to be seen 


whether this step forward will be taken by Alberta or British 
A 


plumbia “"; 


Logically, northern Alberta and not northern B, C., would be the 
more suitable, Population potential alone points the finger at 
Northern Alberta, and Grande Prairie is at the base of this future 


population triangle. 


Grande Prairie is ideally suited for accommodating either an 
instant” University or a University which is phased in (either 

rapidly or gradually). . 

Planners who have studied the City of Grande Prairie find that it 

has more variety of goods and services than any other centre of 

comparable size in Alberta. Its growth potential is among the best 

in the Province. A University of Grande Prairie could extend its 


area of influence for hundreds of miles in almost any direction 


without encroaching on others, 


SUMMARY 


The City of Grande Prairie, as the focal point of the Peace River area 


seems a natural choice for a fourth Albert 


a University. The acceptance by 


the people of the area of the present Grande Prairie College and the 


extensive use of the present facilities are an indication that the res? 


of the Peace River area are demanding an opportu 


dents 


nity at higher education 


within the framework of their own communities. 
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COVERD BY NORMAL SOIL SURVEYS 
(high percentage arable) , a) 


REPORT BOUNDARY 





Peace River 


ARABLE LAND 


IN THE 


PEACE RIVER, DiS Pai tag 


FROM REPORT PREPARED FOR THE 
NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 
BY R.N HARVEY IN 1968 
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